ADDRESS:

8305 Loyola Drive

P. 0. Box 38
Stokesdale, NC 27357

i PHONE:

336-643-4850

ft WEB-SITE:
stokesdaleumc.org

Rev. Dr. Ed McKinney - Pastor

Jeff Fink - Music Director

Beth Southard - Music Assistant
Robin Howerton - Handbell Director
Sarah McKinney - Youth Director
Tony Owens - Office Manager

! WE ARE OFFERING FIVE :
! WAYS YOU CAN GIVE TO :
THE CHURCH: :

1. BRING your offering to
Sunday Worship
2. GOTO: :
www.StokesdaleUMC.org
Click on the “GIVE” tab :
3. BRING your offering to the
church office M-Th 9am-
2pm :
4. MAIL your check to:
Stokesdale UMC
PO Box 38
Stokesdale, NC 27357
5. SET UP bill pay through
your bank to: Stokesdale
umc

BUILDING USE

If you would like to
reserve the building for
personal use, please be
mindful of the activities

going on inside the church
building. We will attempt
to accommodate all
requests to use the
building. Please call the
church office in advance to
check availability and
reserve the facility.

Stokesdale United Methodist Church

We are reflecting God'’s love in the heart of the community
Newsletter for August 2025

ED - itorial for August 2025

The Holy Spirit Acts. People Speak. The Gospel Spreads.

In the opening chapter of Acts, Jesus tells his disciples, “You will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” That same Spirit continues to empower the church today—yes,
even right here in Stokesdale.

At Stokesdale UMC, we are leaning into that promise. We believe that
the Holy Spirit acts, that God’s people speak, and that the gospel
spreads—a pattern we see throughout the book of Acts and in the
movement of our own congregation.

Recent press releases and news stories about major job growth at
Piedmont Triad International Airport confirm what many of us
already sense: the population in our region is about to expand
significantly. These new opportunities are bringing new families, new
neighbors, and new needs into our community. This is our modern-day
Judea and Samaria—not far-off lands, but the neighborhoods being built
just down the road.

We believe the Holy Spirit is equipping us to meet this moment.

Just like Peter in Acts 3, we are called to proclaim hope and offer
healing. When Peter met a man who was lame from birth, he didn’t offer
silver or gold—he offered what he had: the healing power of Jesus. In
the same way, Stokesdale UMC is offering what we have—Afaith,
compassion, and community—to those who need spiritual nourish-
ment, encouragement, and care. We may not be able to fix every
problem, but we can say with confidence: “What we have, we give in
Jesus’name.” That’s the heart of our mission.

Just like Stephen in Acts 6, we are called to care for widows and the
poor. His ministry of compassion has become a prototype for ours. In
fact, that same spirit of care is at the heart of Stephen Ministry, a new
ministry at Stokesdale UMC equipping laypeople to walk alongside oth-
ers through life’s difficulties. If you feel called to provide a listening ear
and a caring presence, contact Pastor Ed or Debbie Brooks to learn
more about the upcoming training classes beginning in September.

And soon, we’ll read how Saul, once a fierce persecutor, becomes
Paul—the church’s boldest evangelist. These are not just ancient stories;
they are our inspiration and our mission model.



As summer winds down, school is starting, and we are collecting school supplies to support students
in Guilford County Schools and Operation Xcel. When you’re out shopping, consider picking up
extra items like:

e Crayons — 24 pack (Crayola brand preferred)

¢ Glue sticks

e Wide ruled notebook paper

e #2 pencils

e Wide ruled composition books (No spiral wires)

These small gifts make a big difference in a child’s confidence and readiness to learn. You may place
your donations in the marked bin outside the church office.

And speaking of what’s ahead: please save the date for Sunday, September 21. That evening, we’ll
host a Stakeholders Gathering—a special event where we’ll share exciting next steps for our
ministry and unveil how we plan to respond faithfully and boldly to the Spirit’s leading. More details
will follow soon, but you won’t want to miss it.

As we continue through the book of Acts in worship, may we be open to the Spirit, ready to speak,
and willing to go wherever the gospel leads.

Stakeholder Event

Save the Date: Sunday Evening, September 21 at 5:30 pm

Please mark your calendars for a very special evening on Sunday, September 21st at that you will not want to
miss.

As a church that has always opened its doors—and its heart—to the community, we are entering an exciting
new season. Whether it’s through worship, mission, meals, or ministry with our partners, Stokesdale UMC
continues to reflect God’s love at the heart of our community.

On September 21st, we’re inviting key stakeholders in our shared ministry (and that means you) to come
together for a pivotal gathering. We will unveil next steps toward fulfilling our God-inspired vision. These
next steps are exciting and crucial to our desire to reach our community more effectively with the heart, hands,
feet & voice of Jesus.

This evening will be more than just a meeting—it will be a celebration of where we’ve been, a clear-eyed look
at where we’re headed, and a call to faithfully walk forward together in Christ.

Please do not miss this event.

We will be sending more details to you in the upcoming weeks. We are excited about this event and what God
has in store for Stokesdale UMC.

See you on September 21st!



HAPPENINGS AROUND STOKESDALE UMC

R

ROAD TRIP

ON TEHE GO YWITEXI O D

Vacation Bible School July 13-17, 2025




SUNDAY, August 10th

Pocket Change Sunday

Every 2"¢ Sunday!

August 2025 meetings as follows
August 5
August 19
10:30 am in the Parlor
Contact Rev. Donna Friddle

GOSHEN BOOK CLUB :
For August meeting we will be discussing Cemete ry Stone Clea nlng
“Remarkably Bright Creatures” Hands that help the homeless
By Shelby Van Pelt PP
The club meets on eSOV
August 21 at 5:30. Y'YO"“W,W "";je":::;’;r‘;':g‘
. e
i et

Contact Mike Turner (336) 451-9433

Game Niaht: Connect More - Join us
Connect More

poo— Saturday, September 13t

6:00-8:00 PM

from 6:00 to 8:00 PM for game

Bring a favorite snack to share. Drinks provided.

night. We’ll have a number of
classic board games along with
outdoor activities. Have a
favorite snack, bring some to
share. Drinks will be provided.



Worship Volunteer Schedule for
August/September 2025

Thank you for volunteering to serve in Worship

August 3 Liturgist: Judy Wray Greeter: Mike Brooks Scripture Reader:
Mary O’Brien Irons Children’s Sermon: Elaine Christopher Acolyte(s):

| Heather Hahn Head Usher/Security: Steve Lawson Usher/Security: To-

| by Anderson, Mike Brooks, Bo Duell, Michael Hahn Communion Stew-
ards: Lisa & Todd Thomas, Vickie & Ray Thomas Sound Room: Elliott
Bunthoff Power Point: Melisa Hanks Camera/Streaming: Robin Hower-
ton

August 10 Greeter: Meredith Duell Liturgist: Michael Hahn Scripture
Reader: Rebecca Triche Children’s Sermon: Catherine Brown Acolyte

“Its from our church... we've been : : .
called up for active duty.” (s): Robert Triche Head Usher/Security: Toby Anderson Usher/Security:

Bo Duell, Steve Lawson, Tom Huff, Carolyn Hopper Sound Room: Mark
Shelton Power Point: Suzette Shelton Camera/Streaming: Robin Howerton

August 17 Greeter: Carolyn Hopper Liturgist: Mahalia McGee Scripture Reader: Cynthia Huff Chil-
dren’s Sermon: Sarah McKinney Acolyte(s): Robert Triche Head Usher/Security: Mark Shelton Usher/
Security: Suzette Shelton, Lisa Thomas, Shannon & Todd Nelson Sound Room: Mike Friddle Power Point:
Melisa Hanks Camera/Streaming: Robin Howerton

August 24 Youth to Assist in Worship Greeter: Scripture Reader: Children’s Sermon: Anna Smith Aco-
lyte(s): Head Usher/Security: Ray Thomas Usher/Security: Sound Room: Power Point: Camera/
Streaming:

August 31 Greeter: Jane Hartman Liturgist: Kathy Hanko Scripture Reader: Jane Hartman Children’s
Sermon: Brisha Compton Acolyte(s): Lucas Compton Head Usher/Security: Mark Richardson Usher/
Security: LuAnn & Teddy Royal, Todd & Shannon Nelson Sound Room: Jay Bunthoff Power Point: Geor-
gia Duell Camera/Streaming: Jack Duell

September 7 Greeter: Carol & Steve Lawson Liturgist: Todd Thomas Scripture Reader: Doug Watts
Children’s Sermon: Randy Southard Acolyte(s): Gabrielle Befort Head Usher/Security: Steve Lawson
Usher/Security: Toby Anderson, Bo Duell, Michael Hahn, Heather Hahn Communion Stewards: Marie &
Toby Anderson, Mike Brooks, Kathy Hanko Sound Room: Jay Bunthoff Power Point: Melisa Hanks Cam-
era/Streaming: Robin Howerton

September 14 Greeter: Mahalia McGee Liturgist: Judy Wray Scripture Reader: Marcia Spivey Children’s
Sermon: Mahalia McGee Acolyte(s): Heather Hahn Head Usher/Security: Toby Anderson Usher/Security:
Mike Brooks, Steve Lawson, Carolyn Hopper, Lisa Thomas Sound Room: Elliott Bunthoff Power Point:
Melisa Hanks Camera/Streaming: Robin Howerton

September 21 Greeter: Janice Mihelik Liturgist: Elaine Christopher Scripture Reader: Michael Hahn
Children’s Sermon: Misti Ridenour Acolyte(s): Robert Triche Head Usher/Security: Mark Richardson
Usher/Security: Shannon & Todd Nelson, Lisa Thomas, Bo Duell Sound Room: Jay Bunthoff Power Point:
Melisa Hanks Camera/Streaming: Robin Howerton

Continued on next page

**Subject to change from week to week. **




Worship Volunteer Schedule for
August/September 2025

Thank you for volunteering to serve in Worship

September 28 Youth to Assist in Worship Liturgist: Scripture Reader: Children’s Sermon: Elaine
Christopher Acolyte(s): Head Usher/Security: Mark Shelton Usher/Security: Sound Room: Power Point:

Camera/Streaming:

Blessing of the Project AGAPE Shoeboxes

Plus a visit from the man in “State Red”

THE CALL TO STEPHEN MINISTRY

Do you have gifts of compassion?
Are you a good listener?

Stokesdale UMC is getting ready to train
the next class of Stephen Ministers.
Our inaugural class will begin
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

STEPHEN from 6:30 —8:30 pm

MINISTRY -call Debbie Brooks or Pastor Ed to see how you
can get involved in this exciting ministry.

BULLETIN ARTICLES

To submit an article for the
BULLETIN AND ANNOUNCEMENTS,
please contact Tony at:

Email: admin@stokesdaleume.org
Phone: (336) 643-4850

Deadline for Sunday WEDNESDAY

Bulletin and Announcements

THURSDAY, August 7t

g United @ 10:30 am
-, = | Women Fellowship Hall.
N in Faith _ _
“We believe love in action We will t?e making
can change the world.” Goat Milk Soap.
Contact Kathy Hanko or  SPOnsored by Kisco

Senior Living

Elaine Christopher for i
Business Group

more information

Dollars for
Good Samaritans Ministry

Please help
Good Samaritans
Ministry by
donating TODAY!

The collection jar is located in the Narthex




STOKESDAEUMICHURCH

~ . Summer '/SUMMER Wy
@ . » Sunday
. School ’ ’ W@@?Dﬂ

August

L\

* Fun & Games!

3 - Boating at the Watsons

3:00-5:00pm

AUGUST

3 - Kathy Bunthoff

10 - Lunch at Joey’s Restaurant

10 - Heather Hahn 17 - Pool Party at Thomas’s
17 - Melanie Triche
24 - Misti Ridenour iday! 22~ Mobile Market
31 - No SS
(Labor Day Weekend) 24 - Worship Assistants

Saturday! 30 -8:30am Good Samaritan Min
(No Youth on Aug. 31, Labor Day)
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As a Lighthouse Congregation, Stokesdale UMC is committed to remain a part of The
United Methodist Church and serve those who have lost their church homes through
disaffiliation or closure. We will partner in this work by providing a welcoming place,

7

\ offering ministry opportunities, helping organize remnant groups in our community, and
\ assisting individuals and groups in discerning their next steps as they find a new church
7P home
o | °

See Pastor Ed or Pastor Donna for more information.

Scan here to donate
Community Meals on Wheels is looking for volunteers to or contact us:
help with donations, marketing and delivering meals.
CMOW serves residents of Summerfield, Oak Ridge and
Stokesdale by delivering a warm meal daily to

homebound residents. If you would like to help or know
someone who would benefit from our services, please
reach out to Marie Wilson at 336-317-3139.
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