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“Raise your voice… do not 
be afraid.” 

— The Messenger

Advent 4
“I Believe in the Light: 
Illuminating Peace”

CROSSING THE 
THRESHOLD

Lighting the 
Fourth Advent 

Candle
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God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen

God rest you merry, 

gentlemen, let nothing you 

dismay, remember Christ 

our Savior was born on 

Christmas day, to save us all 

from Satan’s pow’r when we 

were gone astray;

God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen

O tidings of comfort 

and joy, 

comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy.

God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen

From God our heav’nly

Father, a blessed angel 

came; and unto certain 

shepherds brought tidings 

of the same: how that in 

Bethlehem was born the 

son of God by name,

God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen

O tidings of comfort 

and joy, 

comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy.
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God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen

“Fear not, then,” said the 

angel, “let nothing you 

affright; this day is born a 

Savior of a pure virgin

bright, to free all those who

trust in him from Satan’s

pow’r and might.”

God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen

O tidings of comfort 

and joy, 

comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy.

God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen

The shepherds at those 

tidings rejoiced much in 

mind, and left their flocks  

a-feeding, in tempest, 

storm, and wind, and went 

to Bethlehem straightway, 

the Son of God to find.

God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen

O tidings of comfort 

and joy, 

comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy.
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Children’s Time to 
Shine

PRAYERS … For our Shut-Ins:

Betty Shelton Carole Pegram

Diane Preddy Judy York

Leola Vaughn Lucille Friddle

Mike Hall Pat Thacker

Peggy Joyce

Ruth Thomas

PRAYERS … For our Servicemen:

Brandon Estrada – Army

Chris Seagraves – Air Force

Christopher Quesenberry – Air Force

Craig Rush II – Army

Jay Christopher – Navy

Mike Tumlin – Army

Roger Rich – Army

Will Quesenberry – Marines
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PRAYERS … Others:

Ann Grose Becky Westmoreland

Betty Hawkins Billy Hanks

Bonnie & David Stratton

Brian Landreth Carmen Wilmer

Chris Griffin Dee Mullins

Dennis Finnk Elise Jones

Gene Tiesler Jillian Jalovec

PRAYERS … Others:

Jodie & Billy Smith Jolene Shaw

Julie McCormick Kathy Watson

Kaye Peoples Kay Smith

Lewis Dodson Linda I. Shields

Matt Wray

Mindy Brame

Opal Smith

Phyllis Greene

PRAYERS … Others:

Rylie Cole Sandra H. Leach

Sharon Ozment Shay Black

Silas Mitchell Steve Joyce

Ted Southern

The Tucker family

Vartkes Ajemian

PRAYERS … Others:

Norma & Dock Coleman

Yorkie York Lucia Lane

Gosnell family Boone family

Randi Smith

Harry Webster

Grace Reed

Christina James & Sloane
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PRAYERS … Others:

Lori McKenzie Pat Elder

Donna McCall Evon Lawson

Mitchael Lawson Lori Tuttle

Tommy Price Catherine Reid

Hilda Maness

Allen Austin family

Debbie & Bill Stafford

PRAYERS … Others:

Kathy Martin

Pat Gentry

Countryside Residents and Staff with COVID

Faye Case family

Ruby Matthews family

PRAYERS … Others:

Family members of those who have died from COVID
End to the violence and safety for all people
Local and Small Businesses
Those residing in hospitals and nursing homes
Essential employees working 

every day
All Healthcare Workers and 

First Responders

In the Bleak Midwinter – No. 221, v. 1
-------------------------------------------------

In the bleak mid winter,
frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron,

water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow,

snow on snow, in the bleak mid winter,
long ago.
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PRAYER THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy Name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory forever. 

Amen.
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In the Bleak Midwinter – No. 221, v. 4
------------------------------------------------

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd,
I would bring a lamb;
if I were a Wise Man,
I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

ISAIAH
READING
Isaiah 9:2-7

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned.

You have made the nation great; you have increased its 

joy. They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest, as 

those who divide plunder rejoice. As on the day of 

Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that burdened them, 

the staff on their shoulders, and the rod of their 

oppressor. Because every boot of the thundering warriors,
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Isaiah 9:2-7

and every garment roll in blooded will be burned, fuel for 

the fire. 

A child is born to us, a son is given to us, and authority will 

be on his shoulders. He will be named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

There will be vast authority and endless peace for David’s 

throne and for his kingdom, establishing and sustaining it 

with justice and righteousness now and forever.

ANTHEM
“What a Wonderful Child”

GOSPEL
READING
John 1:1-18

John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word  and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God.  The Word was with God in the 

beginning. Everything came into being through the Word, and 

without the Word nothing came into being. What came into 

being through the Word was life, and the life was the light for 

all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

doesn’t extinguish the light. A man named John was sent from 

God. He came as a witness to testify concerning the light, so 

that through him everyone would believe in the light. He
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John 1:1-18

himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to testify 

concerning the light. The true light that shines on all people 

was coming into the world. The light was in the world, and the 

world came into being through the light, but the world didn’t 

recognize the light. The light came to his own people, and his 

own people didn’t welcome him. But those who did welcome 

him, those who believed in his name, he authorized to become 

God’s children, born not from blood nor from human desire

John 1:1-18

or passion, but born from God. The Word became flesh and 
made his home among us. We have seen his glory, glory like 
that of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John 
testified about him, crying out, “This is the one of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me is greater than me because he existed 
before me.’” From his fullness we have all received grace upon 
grace; as the Law was given through Moses, so grace and truth 
came into being through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God. God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made 
God known.
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Carols of 
Resistance

“The First Noel”  
#245 , various

“ The First Noel” # 245,
various

The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds 

in fields as they lay; in fields 

where they lay keeping their 

sheep, on a cold winter’s night 

that was so deep.

“ The First Noel” # 245,
various

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

Born is the 

King of Israel.

“ The First Noel” # 245,
various

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east, beyond 

them far; and to the earth it 

gave great light, and so it 

continued both day and night.
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“ The First Noel” # 245,
various

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

Born is the 

King of Israel.

“ The First Noel” # 245,
various

And by the light of that same 

star three Wise Men came 

from country far; to seek for a 

king was their intent, and to 

follow the star wherever it 

went.

“ The First Noel” # 245,
various

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

Born is the 

King of Israel.

“ The First Noel” # 245,
various

Then let us all with one accord 

sing praises to our heavenly 

Lord. That hath made heaven 

and earth of nought and with 

his blood mankind has bought.
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“ The First Noel” # 245,
various

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

Born is the 

King of Israel.


