ADDRESS:

8305 Loyola Drive

P. 0. Box 38
Stokesdale, NC 27357

PHONE:
336-643-4850

-] WEB-SITE:
stokesdaleumc.org

Rev. Dr. Ed McKinney - Pastor

Jeff Fink - Music Director

Beth Southard - Music Assistant
Robin Howerton - Handbell Director
Sarah McKinney - Youth Director
Brisha Compton—Nursery Worker
Tony Owens - Office Manager

! WE ARE OFFERING FIVE :
! WAYS YOU CAN GIVE TO :
THE CHURCH:

1. BRING your offering to
Sunday Worship
2. GOTO: :
www.StokesdaleUMC.org
Click on the “GIVE” tab :
3. BRING your offering to the
church office M-Th 9am-
2pm :
4. MAIL your check to:
Stokesdale UMC
PO Box 38
Stokesdale, NC 27357
5. SET UP bill pay through
your bank to: Stokesdale
umMcC

BUILDING USE

If you would like to
reserve the building for
personal use, please be
mindful of the activities

going on inside the church
building. We will attempt
to accommodate all
requests to use the
building. Please call the
church office in advance to
check availability and
reserve the facility.

Stokesdale United Methodist Church

We are reflecting God'’s love in the heart of the community

Newsletter January 2026

ED - itorial for January 2026

What’s After BEYOND?
Happy New Year! As we begin a new year together, we do so with grateful
hearts and hopeful spirits. The closing months of last year reminded us of
God’s faithfulness through the BEYOND Capital Campaign, and the year
ahead invites us to continue that journey with care, prayer, and trust. The
BEYOND Capital Campaign was a moment worth celebrating—and we
continue to give thanks for what God has done through your generosity. With
more than $1.36 million in commitments, gifts, and proceeds from the sale of
the Angel Cook property, Stokesdale UMC has taken a significant step forward
in living out our mission at the heart of the community.

Now the question many are asking is a good one: What comes next?

The months ahead move us from celebration into careful preparation. What
follows is a clear look at how we will move from January through early
summer, and how the congregation will be involved along the way.

January 2026 — Leadership Review & District Preparation. January is
focused on refining plans and preparing for district review. A key early step
will be a joint meeting of the Building Committee and Finance Committee on
Tuesday, January 6 at 6:30 pm. This meeting brings together design and
financial leadership to discuss the best way forward for our building project,
including scope, sequencing, and financing options.

Additional January meetings include:

e Trustees — January 13, 7:00 pm

e Finance Committee — early/mid January (as needed) including January 20
at 6:30pm

e Church Council — January 20, 7:00 pm

District Building & Location Committee — January 29, 6:30 pm (hosted at
Stokesdale UMC)

Throughout the month, leadership will refine preliminary plans, review
financing scenarios, and prepare materials for district review. January is not
about final decisions, but about alignment and readiness for the next step.

February 2026 — Church Conference. In February, the congregation is
formally invited into the process. A Church Conference is tentatively
scheduled for Tuesday, February 17 at 7:00 pm. At this meeting, the
congregation will be asked to:

e Approve entering the detailed planning phase

Authorize the release of funds for detailed architectural drawings

All professing members will have opportunity to vote. With this approval, the
architect begins detailed design work, and leadership continues refining costs
and financing options. This step ensures that we move forward together before
additional funds are committed.



In February—May 2026 — Detailed Plans & Financial Refinement
These months are where the most detailed work takes place. During this time:

e The architect produces full construction drawings
e Updated and more precise cost estimates are developed
e Leadership evaluates full-project versus phased-build options

¢ A final financing strategy is shaped with the UM Foundation
A complete approval packet is prepared for district review
This season is about clarity, stewardship, and preparation.

May 2026 — Final Approvals. May is decision time.
Final plans, costs, and financing are presented to the District Board of Church Location & Building,
followed by a Charge Conference to:

e Approve the final scope of the project
e Approve financing and loan terms

e Authorize signing construction contracts
Approve breaking ground

These approvals allow us to move forward with confidence.

June 2026 — Groundbreaking
If approvals are completed as planned:

e Construction contracts are executed
e The construction schedule is finalized

e A groundbreaking ceremony is held (targeting mid—late June)
Site work begins
What BEYOND envisioned begins to take physical shape.

Why So Many Steps?

Large building projects in the United Methodist Church are designed to move forward deliberately and
transparently. This process is guided by Paragraph 2544 of the United Methodist Book of Discipline,
which emphasizes congregational involvement, financial responsibility, accessibility, and district oversight.

These steps help ensure:

e Wise stewardship of resources
e C(Clear congregational approval
¢ Financial accountability

e Safe and accessible facilities
Faithful discernment at each stage

The process doesn’t slow us down—it strengthens the project so that when we break ground, we do so with
clarity, confidence, and unity.

Those who wish to learn more can read Paragraph 2544 online at:
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-2544-planning-and-financing-requirements-for-local-
church-buildings

Or scan this code:



https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-2544-planning-and-financing-requirements-for-local-church-buildings
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-2544-planning-and-financing-requirements-for-local-church-buildings

Blood Drive

American Red Cross
Stokesdale UMC, Fellowship Hall

DATE: January 27, 2026 ’°:"_
gmeiean TIME: 2pm—-7pm

Elood Lrwe

Ameriran
Red Cruea

Call Randy Southard at (336) 908-1301 for an appointment
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor Code:
Stokesdale UMC

In Memory of Elroy Southard a
donation has been received from:
John & Wanda Peterson

In Memory of Bobby Gauldin a donation has
been received from:

Nancy Southern

William & Rebecca Melvin
Jeffrey Herman

David Shelton

Saturday
January 10t
@ 9 am

It’s time to
un-deck the halls

and un-tree the ar’m
tree |

In Honor of Beth & Rand Southard a
donation has been received from:
Linda Gourley

In Honor of Mark & Kathryn Richardson a
donation has been received from:
Linda Gourley

In Memory of Ray Comer a donation has been received from:

Robin Howerton

Teddy & LuAnn Royal
Bonnie Mills

Mark & Kathryn Richardson
Randy & Beth Southard
David Shelton

Michael & Kaye Beale
Stokesdale UMM

Jeanne Hardin-Richardson
Pam Simpson

Mark & Suzette Shelton



House Cleaning
by Brittany

» Standard

* Deep

» Move-In / Out

o Add-On Services

o Decluttering / Organizing

o Life Transitions / Recovery
¢ Customizable Cleaning Plans

*Ask about my Holiday Prep speciall*

Call / Text Brittany
(336) 732-0333

Serving Stokesdale and Surrounding Areas

-F______________________

1 Brittany and Makaylynn are both available anytime, any day of
I the week for babysitting (in their home, our bursary), sitting
: with the elderly and housecleaning. The are willing to get

: groceries & pick-medication for the elderly and shut-ins.

______________________________________

TUESDAY, January 20t

Fmanm{
.ccmm.e§ FINANCE MEETING
i @ 6:00 PM
— ADMIN COUNCIL
COUNCIL @7PM

MEETING

Connect More - Join us
Saturday, January 17t
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm for game
night. We’ll have a number of
classic board games along with
outdoor activities. Have a
favorite snack, bring some to
share. Drinks will be provided.

MONDAY-FRIDAY

OPERATION
XeCrEeoL»

Conned ore

Monday—Friday
3:00—6:00 pm

Senior Resources
.;»"‘“E’”’*«-s Next Meeting:

Thursday, January 8, 2026
ql'bf-"l_rll.'l-dﬁ

10:30 am — 12:00 pm
IR Stokesdale UMC Fellowship Hall

October attendees are pre-registered unless otherwise requested. All
others please call Larry Kirwan, Rural outreach Coordinator
336-373-4816 x265

d TUESDAY, January 13th

=l Trustees
‘Tﬂ‘ Meeting at
rustees 7 PM




Read 60%
of the Bible
in 6 months

2026

C K

4 - The Creating God; various
11 - The Rebel People; Genesis
18 - The Called People; Genesis
25 - God Hears the Cry; Exodus

5 - Easter (No Class)

12 - God Seeks the L, L, L; Luke
19 - Lifegiver; John

26 - Power of the Spirit; Acts

1 - God Sends the Law; Exodus

8 - When God Draws Mear;
Exodus & Leviticus

15 - The People w/o a King;
Joshua & Judges

22 - God Warns the People;
1& 2 Samuel & 1 Kings

1 - God Punishes the People;
2 Kings & Isaiah

8 (Spring Forward) - God
Responds to the People; Ps,
Proverbs, Ezra, Nehemiah

15 - People Hope for a Savior;
Daniel & Jonah
22 - Radical Discipleship;
Matthew

29 (Palm 5Sun) - The Hidden
Messiah; Mark

FesmuARY

3 - Gospel Penetrates World; Acts
10 - Mother’s Day (No Class)
17 - Put Right w/ God; Romans

24 - (Pentecost & Memorial Day)
Weekend Sound Teaching for
Faithful Living; 1 Cor & 1 Timothy

31 - Son Shall Set Us Free;
Galatians

7 - Our Great High Priest;
Hebrews

14 - We Never Lose Hope;
Revelation

21 - Father’'s Day (No Class)

28 - People Set Apart; various

TEACHER SCHEDPULE

Even Dates = Heather
& Michael Hahn

Odd Dates = Sarah McKinney
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HANDBELL CHOIR

January 202 meetings as follows
January 6, 2026
January 20, 2026
10:30 am in the Parlor
Contact Rev. Donna Friddle
336-427-4813 for more information

Do you have gifts of
compassion?
Are you a good listener?
Ask Debbie Brooks or Pastor Ed to

STEPHEN see how you can get involved in this

MINISTRY exciting ministry.

SUNDAY, January 11th

Pocket Change Sunday

Every 2" Sunday!

All Donations go to Children’s Ministries

Cemetery Stone Cleaning

Hands that help the homeless

-dﬁuﬂ-
'. -'-[DUC‘H g We pray for them
W’m We pray for you
ufw""ﬂ We pray for donations
— Call Mike at 336-451-3433

Contact Mike Turner (336) 451-9433

BULLETIN ARTICLES

To submit an article for the
BULLETIN AND ANNOUNCEMENTS,
please contact Tony at:

Email: admin@stiokesdaleume.org
Phone: (336) 643-4850

Deadline for Sunday WEDNESDAY

Bulletin and Announcements

Dollars for
Good Samaritans Ministry

Please help
Good Samaritans
Ministry by
donating TODAY!

The collection jar is located in the Narthex




Worship Volunteer Schedule for
January/February 2026

Thank you for volunteering to serve in Worship

If you have a conflict with the date you are down for, please let
Tony Owens: admin@stokesdaleumc.org or

Sherry Tumlin: sherry.tumlin@gmail.com know ASAP. Thank you!!

January 4 Greeter: Lyn Simmons Liturgist: Elaine Christopher Scripture Reader: Todd
Thomas Children’s Sermon: Ed McKinney Acolyte(s): Ruth and Frances Bunthoff Head
Usher/Security: Mark Richardson Usher/Security: Mike Brooks, Tom Huff, Lisa Thomas,
Mark Shelton Communion Stewards: Marie & Toby Anderson, Lisa & Todd Thomas Sound
Room: Al Hartman PowerPoint: Amy Redding Camera/Streaming: Robin Howerton

January 11 Greeter: Meredith Duell Liturgist: Cynthia Huff Scripture Reader: Mary
O’Brien Irons Children’s Sermon: Sarah McKinney Acolyte(s): Robert Triche Head Usher/
Security: Bo Duell Usher/Security: LuAnn & Teddy Royal, Steve Lawson, Rebecca Triche
Sound Room: Al Hartman PowerPoint: Georgia Duell Camera/Streaming: Jack Duell

January 18 Greeter: Marie & Toby Anderson Liturgist: Jane Hartman Scripture Reader:
Michael Hahn Children’s Sermon: Anna Smith Acolyte(s): Lucas Compton Head Usher/
Security: Mark Shelton Usher/Security: Toby Anderson, Carolyn Hopper, Steve Lawson,
Mike Brooks Sound Room: Al Hartman PowerPoint: Melisa Hanks Camera/Streaming:
Amy Redding

January 25 Youth Assist in Worship Liturgist: Scripture
Reader: Children’s Sermon: Elaine Christopher Acolyte(s):
Head Usher/Security: Ray Thomas Usher/Security: Sound
Room: Power Point: Camera/Streaming:

February 1 Greeter: Lisa & Todd Thomas Liturgist: Misti
Ridenour Scripture Reader: Judy Wray Children’s Ser-
mon: Randy Southard Acolyte(s): Heather Hahn Head Ush-
| er/Security: Bo Duell Usher/Security: Mark Richardson,

| Steve Lawson, Ray Thomas, Tom Huff Communion Stew-
ards: Carol & Steve Lawson, Heather & Michael Hahn
Sound Room: Mark Shelton Power Point: Amy Redding
Camera/Streaming: Robin Howerton

L fré)ar}?e%ulz[(): fflg:(;fgt.i.\/\g%:gﬂgeen **Subject to change from week to week. **



Worship Volunteer Schedule for
January/February 2026 (continued)

Thank you for volunteering to serve in Worship

If you have a conflict with the date you are down for, please let
Tony Owens: admin@stokesdaleumc.org or
Sherry Tumlin: sherry.tumlin@gmail.com know ASAP. Thank you!!
February 8 Youth to Assist in Worship Liturgist: Scripture Reader: Children’s Sermon:
Pam Simpson Acolyte(s): Head Usher/Security: Mark Richardson Usher/Security:
Communion Stewards: Sound Room: Power Point: Camera/Streaming:

February 15 Greeter: Kathryn Richardson & Lyn Simmons Liturgist: Judy Wray Scripture
Reader: Marcia Spivey Children’s Sermon: Misti Ridenour Acolyte(s): Heather Hahn
Head Usher/Security: Toby Anderson Usher/Security: Mike Brooks, Steve Lawson,
Carolyn Hopper, Lisa Thomas Sound Room: Al Hartman Power Point: Georgia Duell
Camera/Streaming: Amy Redding

February 22 Greeter: Kathryn Richardson & Lyn Simmons Liturgist: Kathy Hanko
Scripture Reader: Michael Hahn Children’s Sermon: Heather Hahn Acolyte(s): Robert
Triche Head Usher/Security: Mark Shelton Usher/Security: Suzette Shelton, Lisa Thomas,
Bo Duell, Steve Lawson Sound Room: Al Hartman Power Point: Melisa Hanks Camera/
Streaming: Robin Howerton

HAPPENINGS AROUND STOKESDALE UMC
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vo U T H G Ro U P YOUR FAITH/AYOUR COMMITMENT/G0D'S CALL
Stofesdale LUVC (Jhwite a fhind! e

4 - No meeting but RSYP for Jan. 19 mission project FOURTH SUNDAY MEETINGS
11 - 1:45-3:45pm Ice Skating at Greensboro |ce House
JANUARY 19 - MONDAY 2-4pm Feed the Hunger Packathon
1200 East Lindsay St. Greenshoro
25 - 11am Worship Assistants (greeters, ushers, read
scripture, pray, camera, Power Paint, etc)

January 25 - Noon-2:00pm Lunch & Sessions
#1: The Early Church
#2: Wesley & the Methodists

1 - Noon Souper Soup Lunch r.u»."r'u'z?(.:.’.?'.‘ FRIDAY, February 13 or 20 or 27 - Visit Synagogue
8 - 11am Worship Assistants r.:_' i);a‘iﬂz)p~
15‘34W\'9!U”te€f3t30d Dog Farm? January, Februaxy, February 22 - Noon-2:00pm Lunch & Sessions
22 - 2-3pm Chimnes Practice Maveh, Ape #3: The Connection
bty f4: Music & Lyrics
1 - 2-3pm Chimes Practice SATURDAY, March 14 or 28 - Visit Catholic Church

8 - 2-3pm Chimes Practice
MARCH gggmg:::::g::::ci March 22 - Noon-2:00pm Lunch & Sessions
29 - Palm Sunday: 11am Worship Assistants & Chimes Play ¥RE A LALRE ChilLel
6: Experiencing God

5 - Easter: Help with the egg hunt SDBCPLE April 26 - Noon-2:00pm Lunch & Sessions
12 - Worship Assistants Bibe Study #7: The Bible
19 - Volunteer at Help Inc. in Rockingham County? 51928 #8: Hitting the Mark: Sin & Grace
(Becca's Girl Scout Project] sl 4;:1
26 - Anchor Hope project? Friday evening & Saturday, May 22 & 23 - Retreat

(at St Francis Retreat Center in Stoneville)
#9: What's Next? Life After Death
3 - Worship Assistants #10: A Spirit to Find
10 - Mother’s Day. No meeting.
17 - Volunteer at Guilford County Animal Shelter
24 - Pentecost (Confirmation?) No meeting
31 - Memorial Day weekend. No meeting.

ff11: A Journey to Continue

Sunday, May 24 - CONFIRMATION DAY (Pentecost)

scan here to donate ‘
Community Meals on Wheels is looking for volunteers to or contact us:

help with donations, marketing and delivering meals.
CMOW serves residents of Summerfield, Oak Ridge and
Stokesdale by delivering a warm meal daily to
homebound residents. If you would like to help or know
someone who would benefit from our services, please
reach out to Marie Wilson at 336-317-3139.

As a Lighthouse Congregation, Stokesdale UMC is committed to remain a part of The
United Methodist Church and serve those who have lost their church homes through
disaffiliation or closure. We will partner in this work by providing a welcoming place,
offering ministry opportunities, helping organize remnant groups in our community, and
assisting individuals and groups in discerning their next steps as they find a new church
home.

ﬁ

See Pastor Ed or Pastor Donna for more information.
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