
 

 

Stokesdale United Methodist Church 
Where we are reflecting God’s love  

in the heart of the community 
 

March 14, 2021 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

WELCOME 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Let all who have known the mercy of the Lord gather now for worship! 
 

In our darkest moments the Lord has always heard our cries. 
 

The Lord is our salvation even when all hope seems lost. 
 

For God’s ways are not our ways and to God nothing is impossible. 
 

Come then, and let our voices be joined in praise to Almighty God! 
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord! 

 

 

BE THOU MY VISION - UMH 451 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou and thou only, first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

Great God of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON – Deb Nadel  
 

 

JOYS AND CONCERS & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Prayers for our Shut-Ins 

Betty Shelton    Carole Pegram    Diane Preddy 

Judy York    Leola Vaughn    Lucille Friddle 

Mike Hall    Phyllis Green    Phyllis Warren 



Ruth Thomas 
 

Prayers for our Servicemen 

Brandon Estrada – Army      Chris Seagraves – Air Force 

Christopher Quesenberry – Air Force     Craig Rush II – Army 

Jay Christopher – Navy      Mike Tumlin – Army 

Robert Massingale – Army      Roger Rich – Army 

Will Quesenberry – Marines 
 

Prayers for others 

Ann Grose    Billy Hanks    Boone family 

Brian Landreth   Carmen Wilmer   Chris Griffin 

Dee Mullins    Evon & Mitchael Lawson  Elise Jones 

Gene Tiesler    Gosnell family    Jillian Jalovec 

Lucia Lane    Matt Wray    Norma & Dock Coleman 

Rylie Cole    Sandra H. Leach   Sharon Ozment 

Shay Black    Silas Mitchell    Steve Joyce 

The Tucker family   Vartkes Ajemian   Yorkie York 
 

Carolyn Williams Smith  Randi Smith    Barbara Shields family 

David Shelton    Pat Elder    Lori Vanstory McKenzie 

Libbi Walker    Mark Walker    Bonnie & David Stratton 

Robbie Daily    Gary Jones    Jon Wallace 

Amanda Edmundson   Grace Reed    Judy Hunt 
 

Family members of those who have died from COVID 

Local & Small Businesses 

Those residing in hospitals and nursing homes 

Essential employees 

All healthcare workers and First responders 

 

 

CHRIST BESIDE ME – TFWS 2166 
 

Christ beside me, Christ before me, Christ behind me King of my heart. 

Christ within me, Christ below me, Christ above me never to part. 
 

Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, Christ all around me shield in the strife; 

Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, Christ in my rising light of my life. 
 

Christ beside me, Christ before me, Christ behind me King of my heart. 

Christ within me, Christ below me, Christ above me never to part. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. 



Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

WAYS TO GIVE 
We offer FOUR ways you can give to the church: 

1. Give on-line by clicking the on-line giving tab on our web-site, www.stokesdaleumc.org and click on the  

“GIVE” tab. If you would like to learn more contact the church office. 

2. Bring your check to the church office on Monday or Thursday from 9am to 2pm. 

3. Mail your check to Stokesdale United Methodist Church, P O Box 38, Stokesdale, NC 27357. 

4. Set up bill pay through your bank, making check payable to Stokesdale United Methodist Church. 

 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING – PROJECT AGAPE 
We believe that God is calling us to remember people outside the United States, specifically Armenia.  Project 

AGAPE (American Greater Armenian Partnership Efforts) is a collaborative effort of both United Methodist 

Conferences in NC and the Armenian Apostolic Church. Armenia is not only dealing with the pandemic, but all 

aggression by neighboring countries: Turkey, Syria, and Azerbaijan. 

 

Lent is a good time to commit to giving to a project to help those in need.  One way is to collect coins and 

donate the money to a cause like Project AGAPE.  Each day of Lent, the guide will remind us of all we have and 

how little others may have.  Each Sunday, pray as a family for the people of Armenia and the people who will 

benefit from your gifts.  During the week of Easter, deliver, mail, or electronically give your Lenten offering to 

Stokesdale UMC so we can forward it on to Project AGAPE. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE:  NUMBERS 21:4-9 (NRSV) 
 

4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people 

became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us 

up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 

food.” 6Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 

Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and 

against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the 

Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it 

and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 

that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 

 

ANTHEM 

“He Looked Beyond My Faults” 
 



SCRIPTURE:  JOHN 3:14-21 (NRSV) 
 

14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those 

who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they 
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into 

the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what 

is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 

 

 
SERMON – Rev. Dr. Ed McKinney 

“Look Up and Live” 
 

 

IN CHRIST ALONE – Stuart Townsend and Keith Getty 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, he is my light, my strength, my song. 

This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe. 

This gift of love and righteousness scorned by the ones he came to save. 

’Til on that cross as Jesus died the wrath of God was satisfied; for every sin on him was laid.  

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground his body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain.  

Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 

For I am his and he is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me.  

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from his hand.  

’Til he returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Rev. Dr. Ed McKinney, Pastor      Jeff Fink, Music Director 

Beth Kasai, Music Assistant      Robin Howerton, Handbell Director 

Sarah McKinney, Youth Director     Linda Curtis, Office Manager 

 

CCLI License # 2440521 



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF March 14, 2021 
 

 

 
MONDAY @ 6:30 – GIRL SCOUT MEETING 

 

 

TUESDAY @ 6:30 PM FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING in the Fellowship 
Hall and via ZOOM 

 

 
TUESDAY @ 7:00 PM ADMIN COUNCIL MEETING and CHARGE 
CONFERENCE in the Fellowship Hall and via ZOOM 

 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
On March 16, 2021 at 7PM, Stokesdale United Methodist will hold a Charge 
Conference. Stokesdale UMC is establishing two endowments: one cemetery and 
one general.  We have $10,000 already designated for a cemetery endowment.  
We can use the accrued interest to care for the cemetery in perpetuity.  The other 
general endowment we are establishing will give us a vehicle to receive gifts that 
will help with unbudgeted expenses, missions, or building improvements. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY @ 5:45 PM  
 
HANDBELL PRACTICE in the fellowship hall 

  

 

WEDNESDAY @ 7:00 PM 
 
CHOIR PRACTICE in the fellowship hall and via ZOOM 

 

 

 
 

THURSDAY @ 6:15 PM - WORD AND TABLE 

 

GOSHEN 

 

Join us on Thursday, March 18th at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  We will 

discuss two books—Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson and The Light After the 

War by Anita Abriel.  Look forward to seeing everyone soon.  Happy 

Reading! 

 

 

We continue to receive monetary donations for food for the Food Pantry. 
Distribution is on Saturday, March 27th  

(Oak Ridge UMC hosting) 

 

 



 
Palm Sunday, March 28th @ 11AM  - - In-Person Worship Service & on-line 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st @ 7PM - - Holy Communion & Tenebrae Outside Worship & on-line 
 

Flower Cross will be set outside at 7PM on Thursday, April 1st through Sunday, April 4th @ 9AM 
Please bring flowers to decorate the cross beginning Friday morning through Sunday. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4th @ 11AM - - Outdoor Worship Service & on-line 
 
 
 

 
 

OPERATION 
XCEL 

If you are interested in donating supplies for the children participating in the 
Operation Xcel program you may choose from the following: 
 
elementary calculators   crayons 
pens/pencils     markers 
1 electric pencil sharpener 

 

 

Our next blood drive is  
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 2:30 - 7 PM 

 
Call Randy Southard for an appointment at 336-908-1301 

 

 

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS FOR MARCH/APRIL ARE AVAILABLE 

 

PICK YOURS UP THIS WEEK 

 

We reflect God’s love through our giving… Thank you for your extravagant generosity. 
 

General Budget as of March 8, 2021 

CONTRIBUTIONS                                                                              $52,605 

ACTUAL EXPENSES                                               $41,215 

Amount Needed Year-to-Date                                                      $51,908 

 

Land as of March 8, 2021 

CONTRIBUTIONS                                                                                                                  $3785 

ACTUAL EXPENSES                                                 $2931 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Norman Westmoreland donations were received from 

 Mickie Halbrook     Evon & Mitchael Lawson     Terry & Doug Stephens     Jeanne Hardin-Richardson 
 

Peggy Joyce donations were received from 

 Mickie Halbrook     Evon & Mitchael Lawson 
 

Ted Southern donations were received from 

 Mickie Halbrook     Evon & Mitchael Lawson 
 

Pat Thacker donations were received from 

 Mickie Halbrook 
 

Ruby & Clifton Matthews donations were received from 

 Mickie Halbrook 
 

Brenda Westmoreland donations were received from 

 Evon & Mitchael Lawson 
 

Ray McCall donations were received from 

 Mickie Halbrook 
 

Bonita Beshears and Juanita Preston donations were received from Lisa Joyce 
 

Calvin Owens donations were received from 

 Jeanne Hardin-Richardson 
 

Lorene Fulp donations were received from 

 Jeanne Hardin-Richardson 
 

Mary & Jack Johnson donations were received from  

 Sally & Newt Baxter  
 

Powell M. Shelton, Sr., Elizabeth K. Shelton, and Louise P. Southard a donation was received from Betty Shelton. 
 

Powell, Elizabeth, and Louise were dedicated members of the choir for nearly 60 years, joining the choir 

when it was organized in 1957 by Rev. J. C. Grose, Jr. 

 


