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We are reflecting God’s love in the heart of the community 

Rev. Dr. Ed McKinney - Pastor 
Jeff Fink - Music Director 
Beth Kasai - Music Assistant 
Robin Howerton - Handbell Director 
Sarah McKinney -  Youth Director 
Sharon Moon - Office Manager 

ADDRESS: 
8305 Loyola Drive 
P. O. Box 38 
Stokesdale, NC 27357 
 

PHONE: 
336-643-4850 
 

WEB-SITE: 
Www.stokesdaleumc.org 

BUILDING USE 
 

If you are needing to reserve 
the building for personal use, 

please be mindful of the activi-
ties going on inside the church 

building. We will attempt to 
accommodate all requests to 

use the building. Please call the 
church office in advance to 

check availability and reserve 
the facility. 

MASKING POLICY  
 

Wearing face masks while in the 
building is optional. Please  

respect the choices of others 
and continue to follow health 

and safety guidelines. 

Stokesdale United Methodist Church—We are reflecting God’s love in the heart of the community!      

Stokesdale UMC is a  

Lighthouse Congregation  

of The Western North Carolina 
Conference of The United 

Methodist Church,  

in partnership with  

The United Methodist  

Collective of the Western  

NC Conference.  

Coming to Stokesdale UMC 

July - November 2023 
 

The Neighboring Movement (www.neighboringmovement.org) is a nonprofit who desires to inspire 

congregations to live out their Christian faith within the context of a neighborhood.  The NC Rural 

Center (www.ncruralcenter.org) has invited Stokesdale UMC to participate in the Good Neighbor 

Experiment beginning July 16 through November 20.  New people are joining our congregation, and 

100 homes are being built each year in Stokesdale.  The Good Neighbor Experiment will resource us 

in ways to effectively reflect God’s love at the heart of our  community, including our families’ 

neighborhoods.  This program encourages partnerships with groups like Good Samaritan Ministries, 

Operation Xcel, and Friends of Stokesdale. The experiment will include worship series, elective    

Sunday School classes, small groups, and practical ways to mobilize the gifts of the community.  

The Good Neighbor Experiment (GNE ) is made up of an introduction series called The Key 

Ingredients of Neighboring and three small group sections called Labs. Each Lab is five weeks 

long and includes experiments to help you grow in your faith and your ability to be a good 

neighbor. Doing the weekly experiments is the key to getting the most out of GNE.  

Key Ingredients of Neighboring Worship Series: July 16-August 6 

The Key Ingredients of Neighboring (KIN) are Joy, Relationship, and Abundance. In 

this introduction series, sermons, worship resources, and small group materials will 

introduce neighboring with our whole church and recruit a neighboring team for the 

next steps.  

Joy Lab Sunday School and Small Groups: August 7-September 4 

In the Joy Lab, small groups will be introduced to the ReCycle, a tool for personal 

discernment and community decision-making. Using the ReCycle, participants will 

seek joy by living authentically within their values and identity as children of God.  

Relationship Lab: September 11-October 9 

The Relationship Lab focuses on neighboring where we live with our literal, actual 

neighbors. Using practical neighboring tips, participants will move from stranger to 

acquaintance, and acquaintance to relationship as they connect with the neighbors who 

live in the 8 homes closest to our own.  

Abundance Lab: October 16-November 13 

In the Abundance Lab, Stokesdale UMC will learn about Asset Based Community   

Development. Small groups will do learning conversations within and outside the     

congregation and map the community assets. In this five-week study, we will discover, 

connect, and mobilize the gifts of our community. 

Each lab includes scripture readings, spiritual practices, neighboring stories, and activities for   

small groups, Sunday School classes, home groups, and church leadership teams and boards.       

The Good Neighbor Experiment will equip us with leader’s guides, on-line training, 

and other resources. With all the growing we are doing, this tool will be essential 

for us to be even better neighbors.  Stay tuned for details. 

http://www.neighboringmovement.org
http://www.ncruralcenter.org
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        Stokesdale UMC to be a Lighthouse Congregation 

Our congregation, Stokesdale United Methodist Church, has decided to become a Lighthouse           

Congregation of The Western North Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church in             

partnership with The United Methodist Collective. In doing so, we not only commit to remaining a 

part of The United Methodist Church but also to serving those who have lost their church homes 

through disaffiliation or closure.  In doing so, we commit to the following: 

1. Provide a welcoming place to belong during this time of grief and transition, which might be for 

just a season, or for a lifetime. This includes a safe space with caring relationships, listening hearts, and unconditional 

love within a               congregation that is confident it is remaining in the UMC.  

2. Offer “No pressure” ministry opportunities (if the person or group is willing). These will include worship, discipleship, 

and mission.  

3. Organize local Remaining UMC groups by proactively finding and connecting with individuals and groups displaced by 

disaffiliating churches.  

4. Connect individuals or groups with Conference and District resources to help them discern their next steps as they    

consider a new church home.  

If you would like to know more about being a Lighthouse Congregation or how you can offer hospitality to those seeking a 

church home, contact Pastor Ed McKinney at 336-643-4850 or Pastor Donna Friddle at 336-402-0378. 
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We have started having Worship Leaders as part of 
our Sunday morning Worship. Worship Leaders are . 

. .     Ushers,  Acolytes, Children’s Sermon Person, 
Liturgist.   

This is not a commitment for every Sunday.  
Would you like to be involved in leading Worship?  
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WE ARE OFFERING FIVE WAYS YOU CAN 

GIVE TO THE CHURCH: 

 

1. Bring your offering on Sunday morning 

2. Go to www.StokesdaleUMC.org and click on the 

“GIVE” tab 

3. Bring your offering to the church office Monday 

through Thursday from 9AM-2PM 

4. Mail your check to Stokesdale UMC, P O Box 38,      

Stokesdale, NC 27357 

5. Set up bill pay through your bank to Stokesdale United 

Methodist Church 




