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We are reflecting God’s love in the heart of the community 

Rev. Dr. Ed McKinney - Pastor 
Jeff Fink - Music Director 
Beth Kasai - Music Assistant 
Robin Howerton - Handbell Director 
Sarah McKinney -  Youth Director 
Linda Curtis - Office Manager 

ADDRESS: 
8305 Loyola Drive 
P. O. Box 38 
Stokesdale, NC 27357 
 

PHONE: 
336-643-4850 
 

WEB-SITE 
www.stokesdaleumc.org 

BUILDING USE 
 

If you are needing to reserve the 
building for personal use, please 
be mindful of the activities going 
on inside the church building. We 
will attempt to accommodate all 

requests to use the building. 
Please call the church office in 

advance to check availability and 
reserve the facility. 

MASKING POLICY  
 

Wearing face masks while in the 
building is optional. Please  

respect the choices of others 
and continue to follow health 

and safety guidelines. 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’” 

-Isaiah 52:7 

 
I’m proud to serve a church that has dynamic worship services.  It takes a team of capable, 
faithful people to implement such services that glorify God and engage the community.  I’m 
thankful for the music, technology, and lay leadership teams that are working together. The 
series on the Lord’s Prayer and our Holy Week Services highlight what we do well and what 
we can improve on. 
 
Music 
Jeff Fink, Beth Kasai, and the choir led us beautifully during our Lenten Series and the Easter 
Cantata.  The choir sang anthems that tied into the worship theme.  Also, the congregation 
appreciated the new-to-us “Lord’s Prayer” song from the Hymnal.  The “Because He Lives” 
Easter Cantata inspired all who attended.  Robin and the handbell choir contributed to our 
Maundy Thursday service and shared a beautiful Easter anthem on April 24, 2022.  Finally, 
thanks to the choir for learning quickly the “Room Where It Happens” spinoff that  
highlighted Thomas’ disappointment then satisfaction of seeing the Risen Jesus. 
 
Technology 
We have been participating in a Both/And seminar in order to enhance our online worship 
experience.  Our facilitator, Jason Moore, evaluated our worship service as far as how  
welcoming and hospitality towards our online congregation.  Mostly, Jason was  
complimentary of our worship service, especially Robin’s camerawork, our audio quality, 
and engaging with those at home.  We are still having issues with signals going to the TVs up 
front, but we do have a plan and resources to fix it. 
 
We are seeing evidence (or fruit of our labor) that we are making disciples.  We’ve had at 
least three families appear in person at our worship services after visiting on-line.  Also, we 
had members of our on-line community lead us in worship by reciting the Lord’s Prayer.  
The next step is follow-up and encouraging our on-line congregation to go deeper in their 
faith by either joining us in person OR offer other on-line nurturing opportunities. 
 
Lay Leadership 
Thanks to all who have agreed to serve as liturgists, acolytes, ushers, and other worship 
functions.  It is great to have a team of people working together.  Mahalia did great with 
children’s time, and Marcia has followed up with an excellent children’s times, as well.  
Thanks to Jean, Cynthia, and Linda for coordinating our efforts.  Please sign up to serve as a 
leader.  It makes is easier on the leadership if people take the initiative and sign up rather 
than have us call you. 
 
Over the past two years, we have refined our worship experience to highlight our strengths 
and to expand the scope of our message.  Thanks to all of you for creating an engaging  
worship experience for those in the sanctuary and those at home.  Indeed, “How beautiful 
are the feet (the voices, and the fingers) that bring good news!” 

Sunday School in April 
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APRIL ACTIVITIES 

Volunteers at Camp Carefree 

Volleyball Game 

Girls at  

Camp Carefree 

Cleaning Rooms at 

Camp Carefree 

Packing boxes at GSM Food Pantry 

Hunting Eggs on Easter morning 
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WE ARE OFFERING FIVE WAY YOU CAN 

GIVE TO THE CHURCH: 

 

1. Bring your offering on Sunday morning 

2. Go to www.StokesdaleUMC.org and click on the “GIVE” 

tab 

3. Bring your offering to the church office Monday through 

Thursday from 9AM-2PM 

4. Mail your check to Stokesdale UMC, P O Box 38,      

Stokesdale, NC 27357 

5. Set up bill pay through your bank to Stokesdale United 

Methodist Church 

IN MEMORY OF: 

Billy Hanks donations were received from: 
 Nancy Southern 
 Beth Kasai 
 
Harry Osborne donations were received from: 
 Kathryn & Mark Richardson 
 Nancy Southern 
 Beth Kasai 
 Carolyn Johnson 
 Gwen & Ray Comer 
 Sherry Tumlin 
 Edna Marshall & Charles Thomas, Jr. 
 Rachel & Bobby Gauldin 
 Breeze Southard 
 Suzette & Mark Shelton 

We have started having Worship Leaders as part of 
our Sunday morning Worship.  Worship Leaders 
are . . . Ushers, Acolytes, Children’s Sermon Person, 
Liturgist.  This is not a commitment for every  
Sunday. Would you like to be involved in leading 
Worship? Sign up sheets are in the narthex.  

We continue to receive monetary  

donations for food for the GSM 

Food Pantry.  Saturday, May 

28th at 9AM is the next           

distribution day. Stokesdale 

Christian Church is hosting. 

Kathryn Richardson, Sally Baxter and Vickie 

Thomas visited Leola Vaughn to celebrate her   

special day. 

Happy 99th Birthday Leola! 

IN HONOR OF: 

Robin, August & Steve Howerton donations were received 
from: 
 Marcia Spivey 
 Breeze Southard 
 
Jane & Al Hartman donations were received from: 
 Suzette & Mark Shelton 
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“District Superintendent Bev Coppley notified the PPRC by letter that Pastor Ed has 

been reappointed to Stokesdale UMC for another year.   We are excited to have Pastor 

Ed and the entire McKinney family back with us for another year!” 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

The Northern Piedmont District invites you to attend “Living the Connection” presentations.  Here are the 

dates, times, and locations: 

Sunday, May 1, 2022, 2:00—3:15 pm (Northern) 

Sanctuary, Main Street UMC, 221 S. Main St., Reidsville, NC 27320 

Wednesday, May 11, 2022, 6:00-7:15pm (Central) 

Fellowship Center, Christ UMC, 410 N. Holden Rd., Greensboro, NC 27410 

Sunday, May 15, 2022, 2:00-3:15pm (Southern) 

Sanctuary, Rehobeth UMC, 4475 Rehobeth Church Rd., Greensboro, NC 27406 

The Passing of Ann H. Grose 

Dear Stokesdale UMC, 

Please keep the Grose family in your prayers.  Ann H. Grose passed away Saturday, April 23, 2022.  Ann is survived by her sons James 
(Xinia) and Stanley.  Ann along with her husband, the late Rev. J.C. Grose, served Stokesdale UMC from 1957-1962.  Many of our 
faithful members joined or were baptized under the Groses’ spiritual leadership.  J.C. and Ann are credited for bringing many young 
families to the church.  Their legacy of evangelism and discipleship continued for over 60 years.  In 1977, Ron, Carolyn, Edward, and 
Brooks Ann McKinney joined Main Street UMC in Kernersville while Rev. Grose served as senior pastor.  When he moved on, my 
parents' Sunday School was named the J.C. Grose Class in his honor.  While the Groses served Guilford College UMC, we visited with 
Ann, and I brought my new Casio keyboard that I received as a Christmas present.  She gave me a keyboard lesson on her living 
room couch encouraging me to maintain a constant tempo. 

My family kept in touch with the Grose family over the years. When James C. Grose helped to launch a new faith community in 
western Forsyth County, I called people inviting them to come to Sunrise UMC’s grand opening.  Sunrise UMC is now 30 years old 
and a thriving faith community.  Our families would also cross paths with Ann and J.C. at Lake Junaluska.  When Rev. Grose was in 
poor health, I visited he and his family at Baptist Hospital.   

In 2019, I spoke with Ann soon after my appointment to Stokesdale UMC.  She told me about the fond memories of her time here 
and what a wonderful congregation this is.  I am humbled to follow in their footsteps and be Stokesdale UMC’s pastor.  Thank you 
for allowing me and my family to be in ministry here. 

My condolences go out to the Grose family and to all of you who remember J.C. and Ann.  Their memory is a blessing forever. 

I encourage you to offer your prayers and support to the family. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ed 
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G
O

SH
EN

 

The Grief Support Group has begun 
meeting every other week.  The meeting 
days for the month of May are the 10th 

and 24th. The meeting is at 10:30. 

Stokesdale UMC Handbell Choir 

Have you ever wondered who was ringing the        
handbells? 
 
Here are our Stokesdale UMC Handbell Choir ringers: 
Melanie Triche, Nancy Southern, Pat Gentry, Karen 
Landreth, Robin Howerton, Kathy Hanko, Breeze 
Southard, Bob Simpson, Sarah McKinney. 
Not pictured:  Deb Nadel, Judy Wray 

Stokesdale UMC Choir 

Have you ever wondered who was singing in the choir? 
 
Here are our Stokesdale UMC choir voices: 
Randy Southard, Todd Thomas, Tom McCoy, Joe Simmons,  
Ed McKinney, Jeff Fink, Gwen Comer,  Donna McCall,  
Sarah McKinney, Beth Kasai, Elaine Christopher, Nancy Southern,  
Jean Attaway, Donna Friddle, Catherine Brown. 
Not pictured: Cindy Byrne, Kathy Hanko, Rebecca Melvin,  
Bill Preddy, and Todd Southard 

The Goshen Book Club meets on 

the third Thursday evening of the 

month at 5:30PM in the Parlor at 

church.  Join them on May 19th as 

they continue to discuss 

“Conversations with the Lord” by 

Jerry Joyner.  They will  discuss 

“Run Rose Run” by Dolly Parton 

and James Patterson as well. 

Stokesdale United Methodist Church              

Fruit of the Spirit Farmer’s Market                  

Tuesdays  from 4-7PM. 
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