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WEB-SITE 
www.stokesdaleumc.org 

BUILDING 

USE 

If you are needing to reserve the 

building for personal use, please 

be mindful of the activities going 

on inside the church building. 

We will attempt to accommodate 

all requests to use the building. 

Please call the church office in 

advance to check availability 

and reserve the facility. 

MASKING POLICY  

EFFECTIVE  

FEBRUARY 27, 2022 

 
The Administrative Council 

voted to have a mask  
optional policy. Masks are 

like winter coats. Sometimes 
you need them, sometimes 

you don’t. Please respect the 
choices of others and  

continue to follow health and 
safety guidelines. 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen!”  (Luke 24:5) 
   

Who believes that the Lent that began in March 2020 never really ended?  I sure do.  It feels like it 
every celebration, remembrance, or holiday has been restrained, restricted, or cancelled for the 
past two years.  When can we let it go?  When can we free ourselves from apprehension and fear? 
 
We are like the women who came to Jesus’ grave with feelings of death, doom, and gloom.  We 
have been trapped in the darkness of illness, death, war, racism, oppression, and sin.  The women 
are carrying loads of spices to anoint a dead body.  Their burdens are heavy as well as their hearts.  
Our burdens and hearts are heavy, as well.  We join them in saying, “How can such terrible things 
happen?”  “How evil has the world become?”  “Is there no end in sight to the destruction of  
humanity?”  We all come to the tomb with these unanswerable questions. 
 
To our inconsolable hearts, the Bible says, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is 
not here, but has risen!”  (Luke 24:5).  This news is incredible!  We can’t imagine it!  After all we’ve 
been through!  Yes, Jesus broke the bonds of sin and death offering grace, peace, and forgiveness.  
We celebrate the Resurrection, but we recognize that Jesus’ rising did not magically make all the 
evils of this world disappear.  We still have work to do.  We still struggle with sin and strive to make 
the Resurrection real to so many others and bring forth the kingdom of God. 
 
Holy Week services are like a training ground or a dress rehearsal for our daily encounters with 
death, resurrection, sin, and grace.  We remember our story reflected in the events of Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.  We witness and empathize with the fickleness 
of the crowd, the betrayal of Judas, the denial of Peter, the apathy of Judas, the jealousy of Herod, 
and the savagery of the soldiers.  We contrast our worst with the compassionate, gentle, forgiving, 
and non-violence of Jesus and wonder why he would endure such suffering, yet still say, “Father, 
forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing?” 
 
To truly celebrate Easter Sunday, disciples of Jesus must walk along with Jesus, enduring the cross, 
despising its shame. (Hebrews 12:2).  Stokesdale United Methodist Church and the churches of 
Good Samaritan Ministries offer a full slate of opportunities to witness and experience the passion 
of Christ: 
 
Palm Sunday, April 10 at 11am.  In the Because He Lives Easter Cantata, the choir and congregation 
will follow Jesus on His journey into Jerusalem, down the Way of Suffering, and to his death on the 
rugged cross.   We will get a glimpse of the Resurrection that is to come on Easter Sunday. 
 
Holy Tuesday, April 12 at noon– Word and Table Service we will recall the lesser-known events of 
Holy Week: Jesus cleansing the temple, answers questions about paying taxes, and  
prepares for the Passover. 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 14 at 7pm- The word “Maundy” comes from the latin phrase mandatum 
novum which means “new commandment.” On this night, Jesus gives us his new commandment to 
“love one another just as I loved you.”  We will share The Lord’s Supper then experience “The  
Stations of the Cross.” Recently, the men on Tennessee’s death row painted the Stations of the 
Cross. Christian tradition says these events happened leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus. These 
stations have been used for hundreds of years to contemplate the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
While awaiting their own execution, these men contemplated the state-sanctioned execution of 
Jesus.  We, too, will contemplate Jesus’ execution and love for us despite our sin. 
 

Continued on page 3 
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FEBRUARY &  

MARCH ACTIVITIES 

On February 20 the youth helped in the Worship Service - Raegan helped with camera. Brigid did Power 
Point. On February 27 the youth group attended the UNCG Basketball game. On Friday, March 4 the youth 
group went bowling at Countryside Lanes in Kernersville. Here are some pictures taken at our outings... 

Brigid & Raegan 
Worship Assistants 

YOUTH AT THE UNCG BASKETBALL GAME 

YOUTH - BOWLING 

The Trustees are calling all volunteers to help 

spread pine needles around the church yard.   

When:  SATURDAY, April 2nd @ 10AM 

Stokesdale United Methodist Church Farmer’s 

Market starts back this month beginning     

April 19th from 4-7PM. 
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WE ARE OFFERING FIVE WAY YOU CAN 

GIVE TO THE CHURCH: 

 

1. Bring your offering on  Sunday morning 

2. Go to www.StokesdaleUMC.org and click on the “GIVE” 

tab 

3. Bring your offering to the church office Monday through 

Thursday from 9AM-2PM 

4. Mail your check to Stokesdale UMC, P O Box 38,      

Stokesdale, NC 27357 

5. Set up bill pay through your bank to Stokesdale United 

Methodist Church 

Ed-itorial from front page . . . 
 
Good Friday, April 15 at 11am- The churches of Good Samaritan 
Ministries will host the “Cross Walk.”  Beginning at Stokesdale 
United Methodist Church, we will walk and Remember the Seven 
Last Words of Jesus.   Join our siblings in faith as we recognize our 
unity in Christ.  A bag lunch will be provided after the walk. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 10am- The children will hunt Easter Eggs 
and build a craft representing the Resurrection. 
 
Worship Service-  11am- “For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power 
and the Glory Forever, Amen!” We will conclude our worship  
series on “The Lord’s Prayer” with a celebration of Jesus  
conquering the grave and initiating God’s reign on earth!    
Remember to turn in your Lenten Offerings for Education. 
 
Holy Week is a time of contemplation and transformation.  We 
hope that this Holy Week full of services of remembrance and 
celebration will draw you closer to the cross and brings you the 
joy of Resurrection. 

UMW—Meeting will be April 12 at 1:00PM with Pat Gentry  
residing.  We will be taking Prayer Shawls to Shut-Ins by  
Mother’s Day (May 8).  If you would like to help deliver these 
please let Pat Gentry or Elaine know.  
 
 At our May 10th meeting we will have a special speaker, Vicki 
Dithane with the North Carolina African Services Coalition.  She 
will share information about the needs of displaced refugees 
coming to our area from Afghanistan and other countries.  We 
invite all church members to this meeting.  We will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall at 1:00.   
 
Please continue to support through your Lenten Offering the 
needs of the people in Armenia as well.   
 
The UMW welcomes all ladies to attend our monthly 
meeting.  We appreciate ideas and input as to missions and 
ways we can help our community. 

Billy Hanks donations were received from: 
Marilyn & Mike Turner 
Gail & Tony Dowdy 
Carolyn Johnson 
Kathryn & Mark Richardson 
Suzette & Mark Shelton 
Jeanne Hardin-Richardson 
Pat Gentry 
Linda Gourley 
Breeze Southard 
Gwen & Ray Comer 
 

Billy Hanks & Richard Thomas a donation was received from 
Ruth Thomas & Judy Thomas Marshall 
 
Juanita Preston & Joyce Ann Pearman a donation was   
received from Lisa Joyce 
 

We have started having Worship Leaders as part of 
our Sunday morning Worship.  Worship Leaders 
are . . . Ushers, Acolytes, Children’s Sermon Person, 
Liturgist.  This is not a commitment for every  
Sunday. Would you like to be involved in leading 
Worship? Sign up sheets are in the narthex on the 
credenza!  

We continue to receive monetary  

donations for food for the GSM Food 

Pantry.  The next distribution date is 

Saturday, April 30th at 9AM.  

Stokesdale United Methodist Church 

is hosting this month. 
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INFORMATION FROM THE 

   Stokesdale United Methodist Church has established  
    two endowment funds:  The Cemetery Endowment  
    Fund and The General Endowment Fund. 
 
 
GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND 
The General Endowment Fund was established by a charge conference in 2021. It is a source of passive income above and beyond tithes and offerings 

that is designed to last forever. Every gift to the General Endowment Fund is an investment in the church’s long-term needs, and is a way of making a 

gift that will outlive all of us. The principal is invested and earns interest. A portion of the earnings may be used for the greatest immediately ministry 

need, missions, or building improvement needs as determined annually by church leadership. If you would like to contribute to this fund, indicate 

“General Endowment Fund” on the memo line of your check or on the offering envelope. 

CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND 
The Cemetery Endowment Fund was established by a charge conference in 2021. It is a source of passive income above and beyond tithes and       

offerings that is designed to last forever. Every gift to the Cemetery Endowment Fund is an investment in the cemetery’s long-term needs, and is a 

way of making a gift that will outlive all of us. The principal is invested and earns interest. A portion of the earnings may be used for maintenance and 

capital improvements of the church cemetery. If you would like to contribute to this fund, indicate “Cemetery Endowment Fund” on the memo line of 

your check or on the offering envelope. 

SUMC ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND  
Stokesdale United Methodist Church does not own The Stokesdale United Methodist Church Endowed Scholarship Fund. It was set up 

directly at the United Methodist Foundation of Western North Carolina by an anonymous donor. Each year the foundation makes funds 

available to be used for scholarships for students from Stokesdale United Methodist Church. Applications will be available in March. 

The deadline to apply for a scholarship is June 1, 2022. Contributions to the Scholarship fund should be above and beyond your tithes 

and offerings. If you would like to contribute to this fund, indicate “SUMC Scholarship Endowment Fund” on the memo line of your 

check or on the offering envelope. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF STOCK  
Gifts of appreciated stock are a tax savvy way to give weather to the General Offering Budget or to one of the Endowment Funds. By 

donating stock rather than selling it you can avoid capital gains tax while receiving full tax deductibility for your gift. If you are            

interested in giving a gift of stock contact Linda in the church office. 

Thank you SUMC for your generous donations by  
giving dollars to Creekside.  In March we were able to 
donate $2.50 to each resident along with providing 
each resident with at least one new undergarment. 
The fund is now quite low.  If each member of SUMC 
could find it in your hearts to donate $2 in the month 
of April, we could provide each resident with $2.50 
each and perhaps a small treat for Easter. God Bless 
You! 

Free Mobile Food Pantry for  

Quail Acres Community 

4th Friday of Every Month 

3:00 pm until 

Must bring photo ID and proof of Residency 

(i.e.: Driver’s License & bill with address on it,   

income based) 

Location:     Near the Mailboxes 

Sponsored By: Oak Springs Baptist Church, 
Stokesdale United Methodist Church, 

Crossroads Community Church, 
 Belews Landing Neighborhood, 

L.O.T. 2540 and Rockingham United 
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G
O

SH
EN

 

      Reading for April                 Reading for May 

HOLY WEEK EVENTS 

The Goshen Book Club meets on the third 

Thursday evening of the month at 5:30PM 

in the Parlor at church.  Join them on April 

21st as they discuss “Conversations with 

the Lord” by Jerry Joyner.  Reading ahead 

for May they will be discussing “Run Rose 

Run” by Dolly Parton as James Patterson. 

Sunday, April 10th @ 11AM   
  Stokesdale UMC Choir Cantata 
 

Tuesday, April 12th @ Noon   
  Word & Table - Holy Tuesday 
 

Thursday, April 14th @ 7PM   
  Maundy Thursday Service @ SUMC 
 

Friday, April 15th @ 11AM   
  GSM Cross Walk @ 11AM 
  Begins and ends at SUMC with lunch after 
 

Sunday, April 17th @ 10AM   
  Easter Egg Hunt @ SUMC 
 

Sunday, April 17th @ 11AM 
  Worship Service 
  “For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power  
  and the Glory Forever, Amen!”  

The Grief Support Group has begun 
meeting every other week.  The meeting 
days for the month of April are the 12th 

and 26th. The meeting is at 10:30. 

2022 Lenten Offering for Education at Home and Abroad 
 

Stokesdale UMC is pledging $2000 to promote education right here in northwest Guilford County and in the war-torn country of 
Armenia.  During the week of Easter, April 17, donate the total amount you have collected via check to Stokesdale UMC or on-line 
giving at www.stokesdaleumc.org/give.  Please do not send loose change.  Designate your offering as “Lent 2022.” 
 
We are providing $1000 to the Northwest Guilford High School PTSO “Mobile Makeover.”  24 mobile units at NWGHS are in serious 
disrepair.  To provide a quality and safe learning environment for students and teachers, the PTSO is seeking sponsors to renovate 
these units.  More information on the Mobile Makeover can be found at www.nwhsptso.org or email info@nwhsptso.org.   
 
Stokesdale UMC is also providing a $1000 scholarship to fund vocational education and start-up costs for a young person in        
Armenia.  Project AGAPE is a mission of both NC and Western NC Conferences of the United Methodist Church.  The headquarters 
of Project AGAPE needed to relocate after military operations conducted by Azerbaijan.  This uprooted many families who left their 
farms and lives behind.  Your gift will help families to get re-established and provide a future for a young person. 

April 3       Session 5  Melanie Triche 

April 10      Session 6  Sarah McKinney 

April 17      Easter  Sarah McKinney 

http://www.stokesdaleumc.org/give
http://www.nwhsptso.org
mailto:info@nwhsptso.org
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